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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xxiii. 34. 








FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


Thoughts on Zs defence of his 
opinion, that after death there will 
be no suffering on account of sins 
committed by men duri ne the present 
life. 


In the Christian Messenger is the 
following paragraph, page ae 
savs, | know that more than one Uni- 
versalist C lergyman have endeavoured 
to maintain that doctrine, (meaning 
that there is no future punishment for 
sin after death; that is, no future/y 
unishment, as quoted from Z. ) which 
[always thought was a very great mis- 
take, and not without danger ; because 
it gave too much cause to the adversa- 
ries of universal salvation to say that 
the doctrine led to licentiousness ; and 
when so preached, the charg was 
just.” ‘¢'This,” says Z.,” is the posi- 
‘tion taken by T., but has he offered 
any argument to prove the position 
correct? Has he shown why, where- 
fore, or wherein, the denial of, or dis- 
belief in, future punishment led to h- 
centiousness ?”’ 

[have no hesitation in repeating, 
that if Z.’s appendage, which 1s, The 
Scripture s teach that there shall be no 
future punishme: nt, is publicly preached 
in connexion with the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation, then the charge of 
those who say that it leads to licen- 
tiousness, is just. ‘That is the princi- 
pal charge, against me; and the cor- 
recthness or Incorrectness of my posi- 
tion, seems to stand connected with 


al 


the truth or falsehood of Z.’s account 
of the Scripture doctrine. If his ac- 


count of the scripture doctrine on that 
Subject is true, my position must be 
untenable ; but if his o pinion is false, 
then my position must stand ona solid 
foundation ; for perversion of the doc- 
trine of the scripture leads not to good, 
but to bad practice. This, then, seems 





to be the first thing which claims at- 
tention. 

In Math. xxv. 46, our Lord him- 
self, in giving an account of the gene- 
ral judgment, informs us, that thosejc 
who had not produced the fruits of 
righteousness, were accursed; and 
should go awarj into that state of punish- 
me) nt prepared for the devil and his an- 
eels, ‘Ts 


° : i a . 
(To be Continued.) 


a ee 


For the Christian Messenger. 


oe 


Mr. Eprror, 


Tue Christian Messenger is believed 
to be a paper open to the pen of any 
writer, without partiality to any senti- 
ment of the religious world. For the 
purpose of further investigating the 
truth of the doctrine of universal res- 
titution, by m: iking a few remarks ona 
plece publishe d in opposition, we beg 
leave to offer the present article; ex- 
pecting it to be answered, if it can be, 
by the believers in endless misery. 

The publication noticed is a tract 
lately printed in this city, entitled|™ 
“ Poor Barny, to which is added, 
Sermon respecting Universal at lg 
tion.” ‘The first, viz. the poor story 
about “¢ Poor Barney,” (which must 
have been the fruit of some weak 
brain,) not being aimed at any particu- 
lar doctrine, we shall let pass unnotic- 
ed. The latter, viz. the sermon, was 
preached from Gen. 111. ‘ And the 
serpent said unto the woman, ye shall 
not surely die.” 

The author of the sermon: appears to 
have been actuated with a spirit not 
congenial to Christianity ; for so far 
from calmly discussing the subject, os 
endeavours to misrepresent; yea, 
implication, he does egregt iously mis 
represent, the doctrine he atte mpted| 
to oppose ; and holds up to. ie W acer-| 
tain something, which might, and, witl 


the ignorant, probably does, pass for 
Universalism. The Pharisees of old 
held up the benevolence of our Lord 
and Master in the same light; as the 
casting out devils by Beelzebub, &c. 
The reverend author of the sermon is 
a coloured man; and, I understand, is 
the pastor of a congregation of White 
people! His acqui irements, therefore, 
must be of a very superior kind, and 
ignorance is perhaps his Jeast fault. 
He preaches from the text ; yes, far 
from it; for he informs us, that the 
devil “ was once an angel ‘of light.” 
Now, does the text tell us any thi ings 
of this? assuredly not! Whence then 
did the preacher obtain the informa- 
tion? Does reason tell us how an an- 
gel could become a devil; or crime, or 
sin, or temptation, enter heaven? But 
this subject has already been canvass- 
ed in your paper, and remains unans- 
werable, or at least unanswered. 


The author of the sermon concludes 


that the devil was a_ universalist 
preacher, because he said, “ ye shall 
not surely die.” beh it 1s well 


lists believe, as 
that the 


1? 


known that Univers: 
e read, “ In Adam ai/ die! 
Maoel “is not quickened except it die! 
Are they then to be accused of preach- 
ing the doctrine of devils, when they 
preach this; viz. ** The soul that sin- 
neth, it shall die?” If this be not the 
dectrine of devils, why is it any more 
so to proclaim, 6 ih Christ shall all be 
made alive?” and that “‘ as we have 
borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly ?” 
‘The writer says, * The death con- 
tained in the threatening was doubt- 
less eternal death.” Suppose this ad~ 
mitted in the unlimited sense, viz 
| ndless. mise TU, W hat is the conse- 
quence? why, that endless miser vy can 
by fay endured in the short space of the 
evening and the mor ning which con- 
stituted the day of their transgression; 


if they suffered eternal death in 





aha 


i'for 








1o4 


day they ate of the fruit, this must have 
been the case; and of course endless 
misery has been finished thousands of 
years ago. The preacher would pro- 
bably tell his hearers it was a mystery; 
and that talisman closes the portals of 
enquiry. But why does the preacher 
think this death eternal?—because it 
‘** would express God’s feelings towards 
sin.” Now, if the preacher means un- 
alterable annihilation, there would ap- 
pear something like reason in it; but 
to suppose that God has feelings SO 
favourable to sin, as to cause or suffer 
its endless continuance, Is too horrid 
a thought to conceive of Deity! Ano- 
ther reason for his thinking thus is, 
that nothing else would “ render an 
infinite atonement necessary.” Here 
let us pause. Does this preacher be- 
lieve in an infinite atonement? if so, 
can he show. any being or sin not 


atoned for? for infinity knows noj|// 


bounds. . But we do not wish to draw 
this conclusion from such an untenable 
premise. We only remark, that if any 
atonement saves man from deserved 
punishment; that is, if the atonement 
saved Adam from the threatened death, 
in such a way that he did not experi-, 
ence that death at all; then the doc- 
trine of the serpent, “ ye shall not 
surely die,” is true, not only of Adam, 
but of all that escape this death; andi 
we wish the reader to examine how 
much of this doctrine belongs to the 
author of the tract; and on the other 
hand, if men are doomed to endless 
misery, the doctrine of the serpent is 
true respecting them; for death is the 
extinction of life; the serpent said, 
** ve shall not surely die,” and the au- 
thor of the sermon preaches from 
* the devil’s old notes,”’* that they 
shall ive, though in sin and misery! 

Again, if infinite atonement, in the 
author’s sense, was necessary, there 
must have been an infinite sin: but 
what could infinite atonement avail? 
it could not be superior to infinite sin, 
if we should even imagine the absurd- 
ity of twe opposing infinities. One 
finite thing may be greater than ano- 
ther, but nothing can be superior to 
infinity. But to return to the text 
which the author has wandered from, 
and in whose path we have followed. 
Let it be shown that the chapter de- 
nounces any eternal death. It contains 


well if this be the case, he was outwit- 
ed for once; for the preacher has not 
kept the secret, but has told us the 
whole affair. 
maxim” with him, 
their dues ;”” he should have given the 
serpent his, and not betrayed him, by 
telling what he meant, unless his words 
express his meaning !* 


the antediluvians, 
we never heard of it before. We know 
that no eternal punishment is linked 
with the Mosaic account of the deluge, 
as, see the scripture. 
norant of any thing of the kind at So- 
dom, but so far from Sodom enduring 
endless misery, we read in 
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e/no such word—it contains no endless 
misery, no curse on Adam—it only 
says, “‘ unto dust shalt thou return ; 
and here is the only idea which the 
words can conve 
The book of Genesis. yea, even the 
whole Bible, tells us nothing of an * in- 
finite atonement,” so that the whole 
chain of the preacher’s assertions falls 
to the ground, and we call on any man 
to raise it. It must remain there, _un- 
less men lock up their Bibles, and sti- 
fle the religion of nature, to be dazzled 
by the gleams of priestcraft, which, 
like an zenis fatuus, lead to betray. 
The author says, if temporal 
death be the curse of the law, then be- 
lievers are not delivered from it.” He 
should have recollected that no curse 
was pronounced on man for his first 
disobedience, and that mount Sinai 
was not Eden, but so he preached 
rom the text! he quotes Gal. 111. 13 ; 
why did he not read the chapter? ? he 
would have found that the law is not 
*‘ against the promises of God.” “ For 
the Scripture foreseeing that God 
would justify the heathen, through 
faith preached before the gospel unto 
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all na- 
tions be blessed.” 
The author informs us, that “ what 
Satan meant to preach was, that there 
is no hell, and the wages of sin is not 
death:” well, if Satan meant this, no- 
body would have inferred it from his 
language in the text ; aye, but mayhap, 
he intended to have his meaning mis- 
understood, and to keep it a secret; 


If it had “ever been a 
“ Render unto all 


As to the preaching of the devil to 
‘ve shall not die,” 


We are as ig- 


Ezek. xvi. 


* We disapprove of this kind of language im 
general, but it would have been difficult to show 


* 

55, “When thy sisters, Sodom ang 
her daughters, shall return to thejy 
*\former estate,” “then thou and thy 
daughters shall return to your forme; 


estate.” Aye, when this happens! 


but it never will, says the opposer! 
Let the reader examine the chapter, 
he will find, Thus saith the Lord, “| 
will give them unto thee for daughters 
but not by thy covenant, and I will es, 
tablish my covenant with thee, and 


The author remarks, that the devyj 
“is a great enemy to the light;” but 
if he lived in this city, he would find, 
that this character rather suited his 
own party ; for though the promulga. 
tors of eternal damnation can make 
bold assertions in the pulpit, which, as 
it respects them, may be emphatically 
styled “ coward’s castle,” yet they shun 
fair and open argument, and dread in. 
vestigation. The Messenger has 
shown abundantly in H. the truth of 
the last clause. Perhaps he recollect. 


ed Hudibras, 


“ He that fights and runs away, 
May live to fight another day.” 


The author informs us, that “ uni- 
versal salvation is no new-fangled 
scheme :” how he will settle this with 
his brethren we cannot decide, as they 
endeavour to prove it new. If he 
thought to reveal it to Universalists, 
he must be told, they knew it before, 
from a more competent witness ; for 
“the restitution of all things which 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets since the world be. 
gan,” is the doctrine of scripture, rea 
son and common sense; and also the 
doctrine of Universalism. 

The author thinks a Universal 
Preacher “a mortal enemy to the Bi- 
ble and to all who preach the gospel,” 
because Mark xvi. 15, 16, reads, ‘ Go 
ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized, shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not, shall be 
damned.” He has quoted the very 
commission under which Universalists 
preach, viz. * ' preach the gospel to 
every creature.” Now if God preach- 
es to any creature that it shall, or even 
may, inherit eternal life, when he has 
decreed it shall not, what is his cha- 
racter? The God in whom Universal 
ists believe ‘is good unto all;” and 








* See the sermon, page 9, as in the late Tract, 


the nature of this sermon which ‘has been thought 
so excellent, without using it.—En. 


unless he were so, there would be no 





thou shalt know that I am the Lord.” 
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gospel to preach to every creature. 
But the text above speaks of some 
being damned who believe not! but 


mark, it does not say eternally! The 
yeal state of the case is this. The 
above passage in Mark does not refer 
to a future state. Universalists believe 
in two salvations; they ‘trust in the 
living God who is the Saviour of all 
men, specially of those that believe.” 
1 Tim. iv. 10. Our love to God, in 
consequence of our faith and confi- 
dence in his goodness, is the special 
salvation ; “‘ We love him because he 
frst loved us.’ The salvation of all 
men will take place when “in Christ 
all shall be made alive;” and if they 
are alive in Christ, they cannot be in 
hell. 

Here ends our remarks on the Ser- 
mon. It is the same which was noticed 
by the Rev. Dr. Ely, in his Review ; 
and which you have already noticed on 
page 90 of the Messenger.* The 
author’s name is left out, and the story 
of “ Poor Barny” prefixed, with a 
short piece of poetry added: but the 
sermon, together with the obscene poe- 
try which was repeated after the de- 
livery of the discourse, is identically 
the same. The Tract Society have 
caught at it, as a prize worth pre- 
serving. How much better would it 
be to refrain from the encouragement 
ofabuse. Indeed we had hoped that 


* This is the same sermon which Dr Ely has 
said “ is one of the finest pieces of satire to be 
found in all the annals of pulpit eloquence ;” and 
which we advised him: to publish with his notes 
Ofapprobation. He has not done it: but the 
sermon has come out in the dress as above stated. 
Now, reader, we wish you to examine this dis- 
course, that you may be the better able to appre 
ciate the judgment of the sapient doctor in re- 
gard to pulpit eloquence. In charity to Dr. Ely, 
We are disposed to think that he had never seen 
this sermon; but that he had heard it extolled 
by some person or other who was not so capable 
of judging of its merits as he is; and to which 
he was willing to give publicity, thinking it 
would be a good thing to put down the Univer. 
salists But all such means of our opponents 
return with tenfold weight on their own beads ; 
they only show the weakness of that cause which 
they were designed to support. If Dr. Ely is a 
Mati of candour, he will now either acknowledge 
that he was deceived respecting the sermon in 
question, or else he will defend the fine piece of 
satire, which he has so highlyextolled = This 
sermon, as coming from ‘ta man of colour,” 
Would have been wholly unworthy of notice ; but 
as coming from “ the Religious Tract Society 


letthem go on and publish a few more such 
Tracts as this, and “ Another Voice from the 
Grave,” and their power of deceiving the pub- 


many errors which have been support- 
ed by a wrong construction of it.—I 


agree with you fully, that the punish- 
ment of sins separate from the sinner 
or the punishing of fallen angels re- 
presented by goats on the left hand is 
inadmissible. 
ing sin separate from the agent is an 
absurdity, and that of punishing fallen 
angels eternally sets up the unmerci- 
ful principal of endless misery, as 
much as if this punishment were inflic- 
ted on human beings. 
a denial of the divine declaration, that 
the “Lord is good unto all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works.” 


your consideration, which I think are 
of importance relative to this passage 
in the 25th of Matthew. 
that the judgment here recorded is 
of Philadeiphia,” is worthy of much notice : and|called the last judgment, by our chris- 
tian doctors, and is always used in this 
sense in all their sermons. 


the lesson they received last year 
would have taught them more pru- 
dence. The time is yet fresh in the 
memory, when the sanctity of the tomb 
was violated by the touch of falsehood, 
when the solemn receptacle of the 
dead was made to utter a voice, which 
(undesignedly by its authors) roused 
investigation to detect the pious fraud, 
and unmask the fabrication. How hu- 
miliating must the Tract maker have 
felt when the public papers displayed 
to the world that a clergyman had been 
duped with the silly story.. We pro- 
fess no friendship for such an institu- 
tion; we wish to see parents place in 
the hands of their children, (instead of 
such fummery,) the unerring word of 
God, which stands in no need of dis- 
mal stories for its support. 
An OBSERVER. 
‘ 
A Dialogue between a Universalist and 
a Limitarian. 
(Continued from page 126.) 

Uni. Iam glad, dear sir, that you 
have made choice of this passage in 
the first place, because the opposers 
of universal salvation seem to resort 
to this text, or portion of our Saviour’s 
testimony as proof positive of the fu- 
ture and endless misery of some of the 
human family; and because I think 
that a candid investigation of this 
scripture will lead to the discovery of 





will, in the first place, observe that I 


For the idea of punish- 


This would be 


I will now suggest a few queries for 


You know 


You, your- 
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calling it the last judgment, as if that 
idea of the passage was out of all dis- 
pute. I am now about to call this 
application of the text in question. I 
will request you to give yourself a 
little leisure to read not only the whole 
chapter, but begin back, if you please, 
at the 23d chapter, and observe the 
Saviour’s addresses to his enemies, 
the religious people in Jerusalem. Be 
careful to observe how the 24th chap- 
ter begins, and continue to read 
through the 24th, cautiously keeping 
the connexion of the Saviour’s dis- 
course, and observe its reference to 
the questions which the disciples put 
to him on the mount of Olives. When, 
with caution, you have read the 24th, 
be careful to observe the commence- 
ment of the 25th, and its reference to 
the preceding time and subject. Keep 
the connexion of the parables in this 
chapter, and their agreement in appli- 
lcation; and when you have gone 
through the whole, if there remain any 
thing dark in your mind, go back and 
begin and go through the whole again, 
with patience and perseverance. At 
the conclusion I request you to say 
whether you are convinced, by read- 
ing the whole subject, that this judg- 
ment is the last ever to take place 
respecting mankind. You furthermore 
know, that our divines hold that the 
judgment, of which we read in this 
chapter, will take place after all man- 
kind are raised from the dead. You 
will be so good as to ascertain by 
reading the subject, whether there be 
any proof that any will be raised from 
the dead in order to come to this judg- 
ment. You also know that our divines 
inform us, that this material world 
will at the time of this judgment, or 
rather before, be totally destroyed and 
burnt up; that the sun, the moon, and 
the stars will all be destroyed, and all 
material things be blotted out of being. 
Will you inferm me whether you can 
find any thing of all this by reading 
the several chapters in connexion with 
the subject? 

One question more. I will ask you 
to keep an eye on the 34th verse of the 
24th chapter, which reads as follows: 
“Verily, [say unto you, this genera- 
tion shall not pass till all these things 
be fulfilled,” and endeavour to satisfy 
your mind, whether there be any event 
spoken of in the 25th chapter, which 








lic will soon be at an end.—E.p, 


self, speak of it in this language, 


can be justly referred to a later peried 
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than this mentiorfed in the 34th verse 
of the 24th chapter? 

You see, dear sir, I am endeavour- 
ing to engage you to assist me in 
answering your questions; and I hope 
you will be willing to contribute all 
you can, for it is no small undertaking 
to remove our prejudices, correct our 
errors, and to obtain a knowledge of 
the true meaning of passages of scrip- 
ture, which have for ages been erro- 
neously explained. 

Lim. You hardly know my surprise 
at the queries you suggest! I never 
before had a thought enter my mind 
by way of questioning the propriety 
of applying the judgment under con- 
sideration to the last and great day of 
accounts, when this material world, 
with all its vast machinery, will be dis- 
solved, and the dead all raised to stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ, 
and receive their doom to misery, or 
their welcome to the mansions of bliss. 
However, I will comply with your re- 
quest, for I think it a reasonable one, 
and will be faithful in my examination, 
und candid in my replies. 











Christian INessenger. 


Philadelphia, Saturday, March 25, 1820. 


“ The Gospel Herald,” 

Proposals have been issued in New 
York for publishing a Theological 
weckly paper, “to be edited by Henry 
itz, and entitled The Gospel Herald.” 
The work will be of “the royal quar- 
to form; each number consisting of 
four pages, on good paper, at $3 per 
year; six months to be paid in ad- 
vance, on the delivery of the first num- 
ber.” . We wish well to such a work ; 
but its price will be one objection in 
this city, while the Messenger, of 
nearly equal size, circulates for $2 per 
vear. But this is not our only ob- 
jection—the Editor says, ‘* Jesus 
Christ, who is God over all blessed 
forever, is our only Counsellor, Pat- 
tern, and Guide.” It is possible that 
we do not understand this declaration ; 
but if we are to understand that Jesus 
Christ is to be set up and acknow- 
ledged as “ God over all,’ to the ex- 
clusion of his “God and Father,” 
(Eph. i. 3.) notwithstanding his Herald 
may contain many good things, yet af- 
ter all, it will be calculated to mislead 
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present, conscientiously encourage it. 
Mr. Fitz should remember that when 
itis said, ‘*¢ All things are subjected,’ 
it is manifest that He is excepted who 
subjected all things to him.” (1 Cor. 
xv. 27.) This is spoken of Christ, in 
his greatest authority and dominion ; 
and HE who is excepted is GOD, who} 
will be aLL IN ALL, when the “ Son}: 
himself also will be subjected to Him 
who subjected all things to him.” 
See v. 28, improved version. St. 
James says, “If any lack wisdom let 
him ask of God, who giveth to all l- 
berally, and upbraideth not.”” We ac- 
knowledge Jesus Christ, in humble 
eratitude, as our Counsellor, Pattern, 
and Guide ;” but so long as we are at 
liberty to ask wisdom of God, we can- 
not acknowledge any messenger which 
God has sent, no, not even his beloved 
Son, as “our onty Counsellor, Pat- 
tern, and Guide.”’ . 

‘This, in our humble opinion, would 
be setting up the Son, to the exclusion 
of the Father. 


sus,” 
ing the ingenuity and plausibility of 
his Suggestion, and reasoning on the 
subject, this is all that can be said jp 
favour of his hypothesis, while it ob. 
viates no difficulty on the 
SUS. 


b) 


is received; and notwithstand. 


) , part of JE- 
Whether the tempter was a 
‘fallen angel,” or whether it was 
‘some crafty and- wicked misereant. 


some designing and factious man, who 
wished to seduce Jesus from the path 
of his duty,” (which the writer thinks 
more probable,) it makes no difference 
as to the real temptation. 
Jesus was, or else he was not, deceived 
in the character of the tempter ; if he 
was not deceived, how could he be 
tempted by a wicked* miscreant ?— i} 
he was deceived, no difficulty is ob. 
viated by the hypothesis. 
59 and 82 of the Messenger.) * 
therefore, 
serting his piece at present. 
willing, however, to hear something 
further from him on the subject. ‘ 


For either 


(See Pages 


’ 


will excuse us for not ip. 
We are: 








Again: this proposed Editor says, 
‘“ And confident of success, under the 
auspices of our Almighty Commander, 
‘we fight, not as those who beat the 
air.” Ifby Almighty Commander he 
means Yesus Christ, which according 
to the connexion there can be no 
doubt, the expression is certainly in- 
correct. Jesus, the Captain of our 
salvation, was made “ perfect through 
sufferings ;” (Heb. 11. 10.) and any 
Being who was made perfect through 
suffering, cannot be Almighty! 

Whatever power and authority Je- 
sus had, or still retains, they were 
given him by his God and Father. 
Yea, according to the scriptures, what- 
ever he was, God made him such. 
Acts 11. 36. © 

But notwithstanding we have taken 
the liberty to make these remarks on 
the “ Prospectus of a Theological Pub- 
lication, to be edited by Henry Fitz,” 
yet we wish him success in the work 
in general, as there 1s much in the 
Prospectus which meets our cordial 
approbation ; and hope that by its suc- 
cess, in which there will be an oppor- 
tunity for “ patient investigation,” the 
Editor himself will become convinced 
of any error which he may have im- 
bibed. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 








the mind; and.therefore we cannot, at 


* * *, on the “ Temptation of Je- 
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Praise be to Him who in glory descending, 
Ditfuses the light of his gospel around ; 
Oh! when shall his people their sinful ways 
mending, ; 
With me. kness, religion and virtue be crowned, 
Wide may his gospel spread, 
And its bright lustre shed, 
*Till satan’s false kingdom, and power shall fall; 
Saints will then his praises sing, 
Making heaven’s high arches ring, 
With glory to Jesus the saviour of all. . 

His is no kingdom whose base was ambition, 
Founded on avarice and fostered by pride; 
The salvation of man was the fruit of lis mission, 

Of all that frail cley which through sinning 
had died 4 , 
He who from darkest night, 
Led us to glory bright, 
For heaven awaits us and Jesus doth call ; 
Thus let the sacred strain, 
Echo the theme again, 
Of glory to Jesus the saviour of all. 


When snares had encompass’d on every quarter, 
And horrors beset him on every side ; 
Serene he was led like a lamb to the sla rohter, 
When like a criminal the vilest he died. 
Yet shed not your tears in vain, 
For Jesus has rose again, 
And waits to receive us in heaven’s high hall: 
Saints, let your anthems ring, 
In praisetof glory’s king, 
For glory to Jesus the Saviour of all. 
R. 5: 
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